San  Francisco,  Califomii 


September  1,  1943 


PUBLISHED  BI-MONTHLY  BY  AND  FOR  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  HUNTER'S  POINT. 


Number  1 
Flores  o^^    Press 


THOUSANDS  COMING  TO  HUNTER'S  POINT 


I 


T^e  Hunters  Point  Beacon 
Li^lits  Up! 

HELLO  —  HUNTER'S 

The  Hunters  Point  Beac 
is  just  the  old  Spanish 
called  our  newspap 
one  of  the  Point' 
Spanish  settlers  Til 
their  way  of.sayir\g 

It  is  more  liketj 
minds  because  of  th 
And  that  job,  is  to  li 
informed  and  therefo 

Were  Californian 
too.  TJiat  is  an  unbeatable 
out  of  life. 

And  now  that  we  ARE  Calif 
the  well  worn  saying,  "It's  just 
And  one  of  the  best  old  Spanish  c 
as  pleasant  as  possible  under  the 
Just  as  the  Spaniards  were  pionei 
so  are  we.  And  wouldn't  the  eyes  of  SJ 
de  Aguirre,  the  first  Spaniard  here,  po| 
if  he  could  see  his  La  Punta  Avisade 
ferent  set-up,  with  its  rows  and  rows  of 
its  dormitories,  housing  hundreds  of  men,  \ 
Indians  strayed  before.  The  Beacon  is  pi 
will  flash  information  of  various  sorts  to  us 
time.  It  will  flash  news  of  interests  about  the  C 
at  Navy  Point  to  the  families  living  at  Middle  Po 
other  way  round  too.  It  will  keep  us  "in  the  know 
the  progress  at  Ridge  Point,  Candle  Stick  cove,  Dou 


"Despite  war  economies  in  building. 
Hunter's  Point  will  still  be  an  Amer- 
ican community  of  the  best  and  with 
the  highest  standards  in  the  world." — 
Langdon  W.  Post,  Director,  Federal 
Public   Housing  Authority,  Region  X. 


Mr.  Fred  Rosakamp  feela,  along 
with  all  other  good  Americans  that 
the  colors  should  be  kept  flying. 
The  Middle  K>tn£  rtag  pole,.  vAQi- 
out  a  flag  worried  him.  The  other 
day  he  organized  a  flag  raising 
fcommittee.  and  with  ihe  proper 
ceremony  the  first  flag  was  raised 


A  clipping  from  the  Alta  California,  pub- 
lished in  1849,  and  first  issue  of  the  Hunter's 
Point  Beacon,  1943. 


Five  New  Projects  Open  Soon, 
Accomodations  Plan  For  15,008 

We  can't  promise  much  fanfare,  with  search  lights, 

klieg  lights,  announcers  and  wet  concrete  for  the  celebri- 

foot  prints^  although  celebrities  there  will  be  at  the 

openimg  to  take  place  at  Hunter's  Point  soon — but  we 

romise  that  it  will  be  bigger  and  better  than  any  Hol- 

"premiere"  ever  held.  And  in  Hollywood  jargon  it 

supercoiossal". 

ge  Point,  Candlestick  Cove,  Double  Rock,  Har- 
e  and  South  Gate  will  be  open  and  .occupied  in 
inear  future.  At  this  very  time  many- people  are 

^int,  Candlestick  Cove  and  Double  Rock  .will 
lies.  South  Gate  and  Harbor  Slope  will 
single  men. 

RIDGE  POINT 
There  wiU  be  250  bimdings  at 
Bidge  Point,   Witti   eiglit  apart- 
ments   to   a   building-   2,000  fam- 
riies  will  live  tliere,  a  town,  with- 
in a  town.  In  addition  there  will 
be  three  elementary  school  build- 
ings, three   child   servloe  f}enter 
buildings,    one    'Oonununli^    cen- 
ter, one  commercial  center  «n<S  a 
maTiagement     and     maintenance 
building.     Three     and     one     half 
.have    been    set    aside    for 
aygrounds.  Tboufiands  of  trees 
shrubs  are*  yet  to  be  irianted. 

DOUBLE  ROCK- 

will  encompass  69 

its,  bousing  553  fajni- 

and   ooamuunity 

EOff  and  a  <c&Ud  ser- 


ve, fv ith  ito*  own 
not  be  Imlike 
in  lis  setting. 

ou«e  944  femilles 
g   onltsl  Two 

nters,  an  offito 
buUdltti:    oom- 

GATE  AND 
SLOPE 

and  Harbor  Slope 
have  seven  dormitory 
oine  admlnisfratloic  and 
,'     center    4nillding     a 
and  a  cafeteria  to  be  oea- 
trally  looat^  in  both  comnmni- 
ties.,  These  cafeterias  wJDl  be  of 
the   same   high   standard   as  the 
at  Navy  Ppijit  and  under  the 
management.     The  dormi- 
tory rooms  will  be  ocnnpletely  fur- 
nished and  with  hotel  service. 

HOUSING  UNITS  TO 
HAVE  FURNITURE 
Sixty  five  ttwasand  pieces  of 
furniture  aibd  3500  water  heaters, 
will  be  installed:,  among  other 
things  in  the  new  diwelling  units 
at  Hunter's  Point.  Each  apart- 
ment will  contain  bttsie  furniture, 
consisting  of  ~  beds,  «iini"g  room 
tables  and  chairs,  the  number  of 
furniture  '  items  depending  upon 
Uie  size  <rf  tli«~dwMUng,  There 
will  be  one,  two  and  thne  bed- 
room-anita. 


before 

be    "awastln"    for 

Hunters  Point  housewives,  running 

hither    «ind    yon    Ui    do    thn    iay^i 

shopping, 

A  complete  shopping  center  will 
be  opened  at  Ridge  Point  in  the 
near  futui-e.  Ridge  Point  is  central- 
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Po  the  Honorable  Roger  D.  Lapham,  Mayor 
id  the  Honorable  Board  of  Supervisors 
.ty  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
f^San  Francisco,  California 


Sirs: 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  Section  23  of  the  "Housing 
Authorities  Law"  of  the  State  of  California,  this  Authority  is 
herewith  submitting  its  Sixth  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
April  17,  1944. 

The  past  year  has  been  the  greatest  period  of  expansion  in  the 
history  of  the  Authority.   Thousands  of  in-migrant  war  workers 
employed  by  the  United  States  Naval  Drydocks  at  Hunter's  Point 
have  been  housed  and  many  additional  thousands  will  be  housed 
by  this  Authority  during  the  forthcoming  year.   The  twenty-four 
projects  now  completed  or  programmed  will  accommodate  more  than 
30,000  persons,  or  a  population  equal  to  that  of  the  city  of  San 
Mateo. 

It  is  the  desire  of  this  Authority  to  meet  the  urgent  wartime 
demands  of  the  United  States  Navy  and  to  discharge  these  heavy 
wartime  responsibilities  with  credit  to  the  City  and  County  of 
Sem  Francisco. 

The  substantial  accomplishments  of  the"  past  twelve  months  have 
been  made  possible  by  the  enepgetic  collaboration  of  all  city 
officials  and  departments  un/lej  your  leadership. 


WILLIAM  F.  CORDES,  Vice  Chairman 

Mr.  Cordes  was  appointed  a  Commissioner  April 
28,  1942.  A  native  of  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Cordes 
operated  a  furniture  business  before  the  1906  fire, 
and  since  then  has  built  and  operated  a  number  of 
downtown  buildings. 

Commissioner  Cordes  was  a  founder  of  one  of 
the  largest  Bay  Area  milk  companies,  and  for  years 
has  been  interested  in  dairying.  In  addition  to  his 
San  Francisco  business,  he  owns  and  manages  a  400- 
acre  farm  near  Stockton.  Mr.  Cordes  is  a  member  of 
the  San  Francisco  Real  Estate  Board. 


TIMOTHY  A.  REARDON 

Commissioner  Reardon,  first  appointed  to  the  Au- 
thority in  1941,  was  subsequently  reappointed  on 
March  31,  1942,  for  a  full  term  of  four  years.  Com- 
missioner Reardon  has  had  a  long  career  in  the  labor 
movement  as  a  representative  of  the  Bay  Cities  Metal 
Trades  Council. 

Mr.  Reardon  has  held  City  and  State  appointments 
under  three  mayors  and  three  governors — as  Play 
ground  Commissioner,  Superintendent  of  Buildings 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  San  Fran 
cisco  for  18  years.  Highway  Commissioner  five  years, 
State  Industrial  Accident  Commissioner  and  Indus 
trial  Relations  Commissioner. 


E.  N.  AYER,  Chairman 

A  pioneer  member  of  this  Authority,  Mr.  Ayer 
was  first  appointed  a  commissioner  on  October  25, 
1939,  and  was  subsequently  reappointed  for  a  full 
term  of  four  years  on  April  1,  1943. 

Mr.  Ayer  is  chairman  of  the  Commission  of  the 
Housing  Authority  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco.  He  has  been  active  in  the  operation  of 
large  apartment  dwellings  for  more  than  fifteen 
years,  as  Secretary-General  Manager  of  a  large  realty 
company.  He  is  also  a  member  for  1943  of  the  San 
Francisco  Employers'  Council. 


KATHARINE  M.  GRAY 

Commissioner  Gray  was  appointed  to  the  Autlior- 
ity  on  September  13,  1943.  Mrs.  Gray  evinced  an 
early  interest  in  public  housing  and  helped  furnish 
the  first  model  demonstration  apartment  at  Holly 
Courts  in  1940. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Housing 
and  Planning  Association  and  a  member  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Housing  and  Planning  Association.  Mrs. 
Gray  is  Secretary  of  the  Women's  Board  of  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Museum,  a  member  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco War  Chest,  and  a  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Nurses 
Aid  Corps  of  the  Red  Cross. 


JOHN  L.  SPALDING 

Commissioner  Spalding  was  appointed  to  the  Au- 
thority on  September  17,  1943.  He  is  Financial  Sec- 
retary and  Business  Representative  of  the  Journey- 
man Plumbers  and  Gas  Fitters  Local  442,  and  was 
formerly  Vice  President  of  the  California  State 
Federation  of  Labor. 

Mr.  Spalding  took  a  leading  part  in  passage  of 
state  legislation  for  low  rent  housing  and  helped 
draft  the  first  resolution  creating  the  San  Francisco 
Housing  Authority.  Commissioner  Spalding  is  a  di- 
rector of  the  San  Francisco  Housing  and  Planning 
Association,  a  member  of  the  California  Housing  and 
Planning  Association,  and  the  Postwar  Committee 
of  the  National  Association  of  Housing  Officials. 


STAFF 

WILLIAM  A.  O'BRIEN 
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WILLIAM  H.  MORRISON 

Assistant  Treasurer 
Chief,  Accounting  Division 

JOHN  S.  BOLES 

Chief,  Technical  Division 

MISS  DOROTHY  HELLER 

Chief,  Tenant  Services  Division 

JOHN  W.  BEARD 
Executive  Director:  Secretary-Treasurer 


JOHN  W.  BEARD 

Secretary-Executive  Director 


HISTORY 


Congress  passed  the  United  States  Housing  Act,  to  provide  decent  homes 
for  families  of  low  income  and  for  the  elimination  of  slums.  Japs 
bombed  the  Panay. 

California  passed  State  Housing  Act.  April  18th,  the  Mayor  appointed 
first  commissioners  to  the  Housing  Authority  for  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco.   Munich. 

Construction  started  on  2,885  low-rent  homes.  Germany  invaded 
Poland. 


Holly  Courts  completed,  first  public  housing  development  in  the  West. 
Dunkirk. 


Potrero  Terrace  and  Sunnydale,  housing  1,241  low-income  families, 
opened.    Russia  invaded. 


EC.  7, 1941 


Peacetime  building  shelved;  construction  of  two  permanent  projects 
rushed  for  war  workers.  Low-rent  housing  became  war  housing.  Japs 
turned  back  at  Coral  Sea  and  at  Midway. 


Construction  completed  on  Valencia  Gardens  and  Westside  Courts.  U.  S. 
Navy  launched  national  labor  recruiting  drive  for  Hunter's  Point  Naval 
Drydocks.  December,  first  temporary  war  housing  allocated  San  Fran- 
cisco. 


1943 


Each  house  in  the  charts  below  represents  100  dwelling  units.  They  graphi- 
cally illustrate  the  size  of  the  job  accomplished  last  year  as  compared  with 
former  years  in  the  Housing  Authority's  building  activities.  The  houses 
shown  in  this  chart  represent  both  permanent  and  temporary  housing. 


1940-41 

1941-42    fiy^i  riy^  Ttrffci  r^^  ^"*^^  ^"™^  ^""^  ^"*^^ '"^^  ^"^^^  ^""^  r<^^i  rra 

1942-43    dl^E^iid 

1943''44  r^P^  rtfffci  rHE^  I IB^  riW^  rtW^  rtW^  rlff^  rtW^rfW^rfW^r^^MT"^^^ 
i"*^»^  r^Ofl  n^^  rt^mi  nff^  r^W^  r^W^  rtW^  ^"^^^i"^^^rlWkirtffWir^g^r^W^r^W^ 
i_^^Mj  r^^M|  r^^Mi  r^Bfa  riW^  rl^r^]  rrW^  rt^fffci  FeM^  rfWw  i  iW^rt^p^rtW^  rlWW  I  EMVi 
r^Wki  rfW^  ff^f^  n^fci  I  ra^  ri^^  r^^^  r^K^ 


The  chart  below  indicates  the  temporary  war  housing  now  under  construction 
or  programmed  for  the  coming  year. 


1944-45 


Left:  Lone  Sentinel  of  the  past  and  a  Hunter's  Point  land- 
mark, long  familiar  to  San  Francisco,  stands  this  old  castle. 
Built  in  1860  by  the  pioneer  Bernal  family. 

Front  Cover  Legend :  The  cover  photograph,  also  reproduced 
belovr,  shows  Double  Rock  War  Dwellings,  which  house  552 
families,  with  portions  of  Ridge  Point's  2,000  war  homes  in 
background. 

Insert  photograph  on  cover  is  actual  camera  shot  of  last 
minutes  of  sinking  Japanese  cruiser,  taken  through  peri- 
scope of  U.  S.  Submarine . 


A   YEAR   OF   ACCOMPLISHMENT 


The  Housing  Authority  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco  was  originally  created  to  provide  de- 
cent, safe  and  sanitary  homes  for  persons  of  low 
income  and  to  demolish,  clear  and  remove  build- 
ings from  blighted  areas  within  the  city. 

At  present,  the  Authority's  resources  and  ener- 
gies are  directed  to  provide  temporary  homes  of 
sound  and  safe  construction  for  the  thousands  of 
in-migrant  war  workers  who  have  been  rushed  to 
San  Francisco  in  the  greatest  mass  migration 
since  '49. 

San  Francisco's  port 
facilities  have  been  ex- 
panded to  dock,  repair, 
build  and  provision  the 
cargo  vessels  of  the  allied 
countries  of  the  world 
and  the  battle  fleets  of 
the  Pacific.  Today  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  is 
the  largest  ship  building 
and  ship  repair  center  in 
the  world. 

This  is  truly  a  war- 
swollen  city.    Many  fine 


homes  and  stores  have  been  converted  to  house- 
keeping rooms  or  apartments  to  house  the  thou- 
sands of  war  workers  who  must  live  close  to 
their  jobs.  Many  thousands  of  modest  new  homes 
and  apartments  have  been  built,  and  many  thou- 
sands more  must  be  built  to  meet  the  ever-increas- 
ing demand  for  more  homes  for  more  war  workers. 
Private  industry  and  government  together  are 
meeting  this  demand  on  schedule. 

The  Hunter's  Point  Naval  Drydocks  was  built 
to  repair  and  drydock  naval  fleet  units.  This 
naval  base  is  located 
within  the  city  and  county 
lines  of  San  Francisco. 
These  drydocks  handle 
and  repair  the  largest 
ships  afloat.  After  De- 
cember 7th,  the  Navy  im- 
mediately ordered  the  ex- 
pansion of  these  facilities 
to  repair  war -damaged 
ships. 

In  1943,  2,000  work- 
ers   were    employed    at 


the  Huiiter.s  Point  yaiil.  Today  more  tlian  10,000 
have  been  employed;  by  1945,  over  20,000  men 
and  women  workers  will  be  so  employed  within 
the  Yard.  The  Housing  Authority  has  provided 
these  dwellings  for  civilian  naval  yard  employees. 
So  long  as  there  is  a  need,  the  Authority  will  con- 
tinue to  build  these  homes. 

Coincident,  therefore,  with  the  expansion  of 
the  Naval  Yard,  this  Authority  built  and  is  build- 
ing adjacent  to  the  Yard,  but  within  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco,  duration  homes 
for  20,000  persons.  Hunter's  Point  is  now  a 
model  temporary  city  within  a  city.  In  one 
year  temporary  housing  was  completed  to 
fill  the  immediate  need.  Today  six  large  war 
housing  projects  have  been  completed,  fur- 
nished and  occupied.  Twelve  more  are  either 
under  construction  or  will  be  completed 
within  the  current   year. 

The  present  program  is  constantly  increas- 
ing. It  provides  5,232  temporary  homes  for 
families,  2,500  dormitory  accommodations 
for  single  men  and  women,  1.000  family 
trailers,  and  1,741  permanent  dwellings  — 
total  accommodations  for  10,473  war  work- 
ers and  their  families.  Thirty  thousand  per- 
sons will  live  comfortably  in  dwellings  pro- 
vided by  this  Authority,  adjacent  to  their  jobs. 

Homes  alone  are  not  sufficient  for  even 
minimum  American  standards.  Auxiliary 
structures  to  care  for  the  daily  needs  and 
social  life  of  workers  and  for  the  protection 


"Tho  one  fundamental  mission  of  the  navai  shore  estab- 
lishment is  to  support  the  fleet.  Housing  is  an  integral  part 
of  this  shore  establishment,  and  the  availability  of  housinR, 
with  attendant  community  and  recreational  services,  is  one 
of  the  foremost  factors  in  determining  the  Navy's  ability 
to  do  its  job  of  getting  fighting  ships  back  to  the  front  in 
the  least  possible  time." 

—CAPTAIN  N.  L.  RAWLINGS,  Officer-in-charge 
II.  S.  Naval  Drydocks  at  Hunter's  Point. 


of  their  wives  and  children  have  been  completed. 
The  figures  are  impressive.  This  Authority  has 
built  and  will  complete  within  the  year  fourteen 
day  nurseries  for  children  of  working  mothers, 
eight  recreation  and  community  centers  and  play- 
fields,  an  eighteen-bed  infirmary,  twelve  manage- 
ment and  maintenance  buildings,  three  cafeterias, 
a  large  commercial  center  including  grocery  stores, 


The  first  tenant  family  at  Hunter's  Point,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burton  W.  Corbin,  greeted  by  Commissioner 
Katharine  M.  Gray  at  dedication  ceremonies,  October 
24,  1943. 


•^ 
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Above — Navy  Point  War  Dormitories,  first  of  five  dormi- 
tory projects,  tliat  will  total  2,500  beds.  This  is  the  largest 
hotel  type  operation  in  San  Francisco.  In  the  foreground 
is  the  management  office,  with  the  cafeteria  and  recrea- 


tion building  in  the  background.  These  facilities  are  also 
found  in  the  other  two  completed  projects.  Harbor  Slope 
and  South  Gate.  To  the  left  of  the  Navy  Point  manage- 
ment building  is  an  18-bed  infirmary. 


meat  markets,  a  drug  store,  a  department  store, 
a  barber  shop,  a  beauty  shop,  a  shoe  repair 
shop,  laundry  and  cleaning  service.  A  large 
gymnasium  and  a  much  needed  theatre  are  soon 
to  be  erected.  Hunter's  Point  is  truly  a  city  within 
a  city. 

All  of  this  has  been  accomplished  during  the 
year  despite  serious  shortages  of  the  most  com- 
mon building  materials,   as  well  as  acute  short- 


ages of  the  more  critical  metal  materials.  San 
Francisco  is  an  area  of  severe  manpower  scarcity. 
Despite  these  obstacles,  the  building  program  has 
proceeded  smoothly,  efficiently  and  expeditiously. 
This  has  been  a  year  of  accomplishment  for  this 
Authority. 

The  Navy,  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States 
Employment  Service,  recruited  the  workers  from 
every  section  of  the  United  States.  Many  brought 


Right — The  grassy  slopes 
of  Middle  Point  before  con- 
struction started,  and  be- 
low, a  portion  of  Middle 
Point  as  it  is  today.  The 
two  photographs  illustrate 
the  marked  progress  ac- 
complished in  a  few 
months.  Middle  Point  War 
Dwellings  opened  in  April, 
1943,  the  first  of  eleven 
projects  for  families.  Each 
building  houses  eight  fami- 
lies, and  apartments  vary 
in  size  from  one  to  three 
bedrooms,  plus  kitchen, 
living   room   and   bath. 


Wg^kl^' 


Situated  within  easy 
walking  distance  of 
the  Navy  Yard,  the 
development  continues 
a  favorite,  and  Middle 
Point  Annex,  now  un- 
der construction,  will 
pro\'ide  "duration" 
homes  for  224  more 
Navy  Yard  workers 
and  their  families.  The 
San  Francisco  Board 
of  Education,  with 
FWA  funds,  is  build- 
ing a  new  temporary 
school  adjacent  to 
this  project. 
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Candlestick  Cove,  the  second  largest  development,  shel- 
ters 944  families — a  village  of  3,000  persons,  living  in  two, 
three  and  four  rooms,  eight  apartments  to  each  building. 
Stoves,  refrigerators  and  essential  furnishings  are  pro- 
vided the  tenants. 

The  community  center  includes  large  recreation  halls,  a 
game  room,  management  and  maintenance  departments, 
auditorium,  two  child  care  centers,  and  a  large  grocery 
and  meat  market.  Directly  behind  the  recreation  facilities 
is  a  well-equipped  and  large  playfield. 

This  project,  with  its  associated  facilities  necessary  to 


wartime  life,  is  typical  of  other  temporary  war  housing 
developments  in  the  Hunter's  Point  area. 

Workers  are  transported  by  Navy  Yard  buses  and  regu- 
lar bus  lines  that  operate  between  the  project  and  the 
Mission  district. 

As  grass,  shrubs  and  trees  take  hold,  Candlestick  begins 
to  blossom  forth  as  one  of  the  most  attractive  war  housing 
developments  anywhere. 

Many  of  its  inhabitants  are  permanent  Navy  Yard  su- 
pervisors and  foremen  who  plan  on  making  their  homes  in 
San  Francisco  permanently. 


only  the  barest  of  necessities.  Their  temporary  new 
homes  required  beds,  mattresses,  sheets,  linens, 
pillows,  chairs,  tables,  stoves  and  other  modest  fur- 
nishings. More  than  80,000  pieces  of  furniture 
were  ordered,  stored  and  installed  in  the  homes  by 
this  Authority. 

San  Francisco,  before  the  war,  had  a  large 
Japanese  population  living  within  that  portion  of 
the  city  known  as  the  Western  Addition  or  Jap- 
town.  As  a  defense  measure,  the  United  States 
Army  moved  these  Japanese  to  the  interior,  leav- 
ing vacant  himdreds  of  dwellings,  many  deteri- 
orated, unsafe  and  dilapidated. 

War  workers  and  their  families  moved  to  these 
quarters  and  soon  added  overcrowding  to  the 
other  serious  substandard  conditions  existing  ia 
the  area.  Finally,  the  Health  Department  was 
forced  to  exercise  its  police  fimctions  by  evicting 
these  tenants.  The  Housing  Authority  was  called 
upon  to  lehouse  these  workers  and  llicicby  make 


Below— Candlestick  Cove,  1942. 


possible  the  demolition  of  the  condemned   build- 
ings.   The  Federal  Government  cooperated. 

Two  hundred  forty  temporary  family  dwellings 
to  rehouse  these  evicted  families  are  under  con- 
struction. One  hundred  forty  will  be  rehoused 
within  the  area,  thereby  utilizing  the  advantages 
of  existing  streets  and  public  utilities.  One  hun- 
dred other  units  are  under  construction  on  a  site 
owned  by  this  Authority  in  the  proximity  of  large 
war  industries.  Completion  is  anticipated  n  July. 
San  Francisco  will  not  tolerate  substandard  un- 
sanitary housing  conditions  of  this  type.  Even  in 
wartime  the  Housing  Authority  of  San  Francisco 
continues  the  task' for  which  it  was  originally 
created. 

The  City  Departments  of  the  Municipal  Gov- 
ernment have  moved  swiftly  to  expand  their  facili- 
ties to  educate  the  children  of  these  war  workers 
and  to  provide  recreation,  health,  nursery  schools. 


police  and  fire  protection  in  these  newly  created 
suburban  districts. 

Temporary  war  housing  is  financed  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  under  the  provision  of  the  Lan- 
ham  Act.  The  properties  are  owned  by  the  United 
States  of  America,  but  are  built  and  operated  by 
this  Authority  as  federal  agent  under  a  develop- 
ment and  lease  agreement.  The  Lanham  Act  pro- 
vides that  temporary  buildings  must  be  removed 
within  two  years  after  the  end  of  the  war  emer- 
gency. 

The  Housing  Authority  will  promote  those  steps 
necessary  to  assure  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  of  the  early  and  orderly  removal  of  all 
temporary  war  housing  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  and  will  thereafter  fulfill  its  contracts  with 
the  Federal  Government  by  completing  construc- 
tion of  six  permanent  projects  totalling  1,241 
units,  deferred  by  the  Government  for  the  dura- 
tion, to  provide  decent,  safe  and  sanitary  homes 
for  persons  of  low  income  as  provided  by  law. 


COMMUNITY    FACILITIES 


Apart  from  the  construction  of  actual  dwellings 
at  Hunter's  Point,  this  Authority  has  also  under- 
taken an  extensive  program  to  provide  commu- 
nity facilities. 

These  include  seven  recreation  centers,  one  at 
each  project;  health  centers  at  Middle  Point,  Can- 
dlestick Cove  and  Double  Rock;  five  child  care 
centers,  and  a  kindergarten  and  first-grade  school; 
four  schools,  one  at  Candlestick  Cove  and  three 
at  Ridge  Point. 

An  18-bed  infirmary  with  the  latest  streamlined 
equipment,  was  opened  at  Navy  Point  last  October 
and  is  operated  by  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service. 

The  San  Francisco  Library  Commission  is  sup- 
plying books  for  the  library  at  the  Navy  Point 
dormitories  and  the  A.W.V.S.  will  operate  a  mo- 
bile library  unit  at  the  Point.  Three  cafeterias 
were  built  during  the  year  and  now  serve  approxi- 
mately 3,000  meals  a  day.  A  semi-monthly  news- 
paper for  the  tenants  has  now  reached  a  circula- 
tion of  5,000  copies. 

Boy  Scout  Troops  and  Camp  Fire  Girls  have 
been   organized  at  Hunter's  Point. 


For  the  purpose  of  providing  a  full,  well- 
rounded  program  of  community  activities  for  the 
tenants,  the  services  of  the  following  other  public 
and  private  agencies  have  been  obtained:  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Health,  American  Red 
Cross,  San  Francisco  Department  of  Recreation, 
San  Francisco  Department  of  Education,  Amer- 
ican Women's  Voluntary  Services,  the  Catholic 
Parish  Priest,  the  San  Francisco  Council  of 
Churches,    and  the   Community   Chest. 

Each  of  these  agencies  brings  to  the  commu- 
nity its  program  of  health,  education,  recreation 
and  religion. 

The  San  Francisco  Police  Department  extends 
its  protection  to  Navy  Yard  workers  and  has 
established  new  police  beats  at  Huijter's  Point, 
provided  radio  car  details,  and  trained  special 
officers  for  the  dormitory  projects. 

The  San  Francisco  Fire  Department  chiefs  have 
frequently  inspected  projects  and  advised  the  Au- 
thority on  fire  protection.  Auxiliary  fire  pumpers 
are  stationed  at  each  project. 


SAN  FRANCISCO'S  PUBLIC  HOUSING  PROGRAM 
TEMPORARY  WAR  HOUSING 


Total  Area  in  Duelliim  Kslimated 

(.onstruction 


Land  Cost  Acres  Lnits 


Cost 


500 

$   481,701 

496 

1,048,000 

2,000 

3,556,000 

944 

1,465.000 

552 

774,098 

504 

297,256 

496 

281,385 

Navy  Point  War  Dormitories $  36,700  12.808 

Middle  Point  War  Dwellings 28,985  27.1 

Ridge  Point  War  Dwellings 286,314  117.9298 

Candlestick  Cove  War  Dwellings 102.04 

Double  Rock  War  Dwellings 39.1263 

Harbor  Slope  War  Dormitories 24,051  18.338 

South  Gate  War  Dormitories 42,124  9.69 

Sutter  Court  j 

Golden  Gate  Court     )War  Dwellings 3.247                    140                      259,704 

Eddy  Court  * 

Wisconsin  War  Dwellings 30.00 

Carolina  War  Dwellings 4.75 

Double  Rock  Annex  War  Dwellings. 9.727 

Middle  Point  Annex  War  Dwellings... 9.9 

Navy  Point  War  Dormitories  Annex — 17.68 

South  Gate  War  Dormitories  Annex 3.75 

Oakdale  War  Trailer  Courts 32.37 

Islais  Creek  War  Trailer  Courts.... 10.42 

Alemany  War  Trailer  Courts  (North)..... 5.48 

Alemany  War  Trailer  Courts  (South) 8.17 

Total  $418,174  462.5261             8,732             $11,317,054 

PERMANENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Total  Area  in 

Land  Cost  Acres 

Holly  Courts  $  68,390.00  2.68 

Potrero  Terrace 95,257.26  17.16 

Simnydale  77,094.12  48.83 

Valencia  Gardens  230,422.50  4.96 

Westside  Court  172,273.20  2.604 


520 

995,300 

100 

224,977 

256 

426,421 

224 

432,250 

696 

446,337 

304 

164,485 

575 

266,800 

200 

93,540 

75 

34,800 

150 

69,000 

Total $643,437.08  76.234 


Dwellins; 

Construction 

Units 

Cost 

118 

$  474,401.14 

469 

1,811,801.89 

772 

2,627,556.33 

246 

996,851.47 

136 

695,327.25 

1,741 

$6,605,938.08 

In  homes  like  these  live  families  like  these. 
Shelter  is  not  enough.  The  San  Francisco 
Housing  Authority,  in  cooperation  with  vari- 
ous city  agencies,  provides  insofar  as  possible 
the  same  community  life  they  lived  "back 
home." 


On  Sundays,  church  and  Sunday  school;  on 
week  days,  schools,  child  care  centers  and 
Well  Baby  clinics,  recreation  in  the  commu- 
nity buildings  both  day  and  night  are  provided. 
Red  Cross  work  and  social  activities  do  a  lot 
for  that  void  that  often  comes  to  a  family 
away  from  home. 


AN  UNFETTERED 
START 

"The  leading  object  of 
our  form  of  government  is 
lo  elevate  the  condition  of 
men  —  to  lift  artificial 
weights  from  all  shoulders; 
to  clear  the  paths  of  laud- 
able pursuits  for  all,  to 
afford  all  an  unfettered 
start."— 


HP:AI,TiI,  EDUCATION,  RKCKEATION  and  SAFETY 


Man  cannot  work  with  all  his  energies  unless  he 
and  mental,  as  well  as  physica 


I'  wants  of  his  family  are  heeded — spiritual 
louses  alone  are  not  enough. 


The  first  duty  of  a  nation  is  to  its  people's  health.  City  departments,  such  as  the  San  Francisco  Recreation,  Health,  Board 
of  Education,  Police  and  Fire  Departments,  as  well  as  the  U.  S.  Pul^ic  Health  Service,  cooperate  with  the  Housing  Author- 
ity to  provide  for  a  better  way  of  life.   Here  are  a  few  scenes  typical  of  services  afforded  war  workers  and  their  families  at 

Hunter's  Point, 


Valencia  Gardens — acclaimed  by  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art,  New  York,  as  "outstanding  among  modern  housing  schemes 
for  its  easy  livatfility  and  the  logic  of  its  site  plan." 


PERMANENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


San  Francisco  may  be  justly 
proud  of  the  Housing  Author- 
ity's five  permanent  develop- 
ments. Three  —  Holly  Courts, 
Potrero  Terrace  and  Sunnydale, 
were  built  before  the  war;  two 
— Valencia  Gardens  and  West- 
side  Courts,  were  completed  in 
1943.  Construction  of  other 
proposed  permanent  projects 
has  been  postponed  for  the 
duration. 

Despite  the  scarcity  of  mate- 
rials, the  War  Production 
Board  recognized  the  need  for 
additional  housing  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  granted  the  Authority 
preference  ratings  so  that  these 
two  projects,  already  well  ad- 
vanced in  construction,  could 
be  completed. 

These  two  developments  are 
three-story  apartment  type  liv- 
ing accommodations.  Like  the 
three  projects  which  preceded 
them,  they  aroused  opposition 
by  some  groups,  but  are  now 
generally  recognized  as  a  set- 
tled portion  of  their  neighbor- 
hoods, a  stabilizing  influence 
on  adjoining  property  values 
and  a  sound  community  asset. 

Valencia  Gardens,  for  in- 
stance, has  been  acclaimed  as 
an  example  of  "city  living"  on 


a  low-rent  basis.  One  national 
magazine  has  referred  to  it  as 
"one  of  the  true  architectural 
expressions  of  our  time — a  set 
of  buildings  humbly  conceived 
in  the  idea  that  human  beings 
are  hiuuan,  and  deserve  a  dig- 
nified human  enviroiuuent  in 
which  to  live."  This  project 
consists  of  22  buildings,  pro- 
viding decent  homes  for  246 
families. 

These  five  developments  now 
house  L741  families,  or  a  total 
of  more  than  .5,000  persons. 
Although  originally  built  as 
homes  for  low-income  families, 
the  limitations  as  to  maximum 
income  to  qualify  for  tenancy 
have  been  temporarily  raised  to 
provide  housing  for  war  work- 
ers. Nevertheless,  there  still  re- 
main approximately  4.5  per  cent 
of  the  low-income  group,  chiefly 
families  of  Army  and  Navy 
peisonnel. 

By  agreement  witli  the  Navy, 
the  Authority  recently  set  aside 
100  units  at  Sunnydale  to  house 
families  of  Naval  combat  per- 
sonnel, temporarily  returned  to 
San  Francisco,  thereby  enabling 
service  men  from  the  war  fronts 
to  enjoy  again  a  reunion  with 
their  families. 


Above — Sunnydale,  largest  of  the  permanent  San  Fran- 
cisco projects,  is  home  for  772  families.  Here  in  Visitacion 
Valley  bordering  McLaren  Park,  are  found  in  Metropolitan 
San  Francisco  many  of  the  advantages  of  suburban  living. 
Well-kept  lawns,  shrubs  and  flowers,  all  maintained  by 
residents,  demonstrate  a  pride  in  home  and  community. 
This  development  covers  some  48  acres. 


Below — Potrero  Terrace,  second  development  undertaken 
by  the  Housing  Authority,  has  an  unrivalled  view  of  San 
Francisco  Bay,  and  enjoys  the  finest  climate  in  the  city. 
The  469  families  now  resident  at  Potrero  Terrace  will  soon 
welcome  newcomers  to  adjacent  Wisconsin  War  Dwellings 
now  under  construction. 
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Above — \\estside  Courts,  last  <if  the  five  permanent  de- 
velopments to  be  built,  provides  homes  for  136  families.  A 
slum-clearance  project,  its  utility  and  beauty  enhances  the 
neighborhood.  This  is  the  only  project  initially  tenanted 
by  civilian  war  workers. 


Below — Holly  Courts,  opened  in  June  1940,  oldest  devel- 
opment in  the  West,  still  houses  many  of  the  118  families 
who  were  first  tenants.  Rental  income  to  date,  $112,788.64. 
Rental  losses,  zero. 


RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES  -  Permanent  Projects 


Recreational  facilities  are  provided  all  resi- 
dents in  permanent  projects,  either  on  the  devel- 
opments themselves  or  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhoods. 

Sunnydale,  for  instance,  offers  a  most  com- 
plete recreational  program  carried  on  by  the  San 
Francisco  Recreation  Department.  Children's  su- 
pervised play,  'teen  age  dances,  weaving  and  sew- 
ing are  included  in  this  program.  The  weaving 
and  sewing  rooms  are  fully  equipped  with  looms 
and  sewing  machines. 

Two  pre-school  children's  programs  are  carried 
on  by  the  Golden  Gate  Kindergarten  Association, 
one  a  full-day  care  center  and  the  other  a  nursery 


school  operated  half  days  with  parent  participa- 
tion. The  well  baby  clinic,  which  is  conducted 
one  day  a  week  at  Sunnydale,  also  serves  as  office 
for  the  nurses  at  the  Health  Department. 

Holly  Courts,  Potrero  Terrace,  Valencia  Gar- 
dens and  Westside  Courts  have  social  halls.  The 
hall  at  Westside  Courts  has  been  converted  to  a 
full  day-care  nursery  school  under  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  while  other  halls  are  fre- 
quently in  demand  for  tenant  parties,  'teen  age 
dances  sponsored  by  the  Recreation  Department, 
and  for  club  and  group  meetings. 

All  projects  have  protected  play  areas,  free 
from  traffic  hazards. 


PLANS  FOR  PEACE 


NORTH   BEACH   PLACE,  HARD   BY   FISHERMEN'S  WHARF 
As  conceived  by  Architects  Henry  H.  Gutterson  and  Ernest  Born. 
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-PING   YUtN  — 

TACIPIC  AVE  NUe    PR.ONT 
Of    EAST   X>i/tNG  OF 

chung  ping  yuen 
.    [C£NTRA,L    builpikig] 

MAO-K    PAMIELS    inENRV    T    HOVAR.D 
ASSOCIATtO     ARCMlTtcTt.  Jan    fEANClSCO 
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'PING  YUEN"— Tranquil  Gardens— in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco's  Chinatown,  will  house  200  families  in  the  world's  first 

Chinese  public  housing  development. 
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A  STATEMENT  OF  POLICY 


The  Commission  of  the  Housing  Authority  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  declares  the  following  to  "be  a  general  statement  of  policy: 

First:  To  construct  and  operate  all  temporary  war  housing 
allocated  "by  the  Federal  Government  to  further  the 
war  effort. 

Second:    To  insist  upon  an  early  and  orderly  removal  of  all 
temporary  war  housing  within  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

Third:     To  construct  immediately  follov/ing  the  war  six  per- 
manent developments  of  approximately  1241  dwellings, 
thereby  fulfilling  our  contractual  obligations  with 
the  Federal  G-overnment. 


Fotirth:    To  cooperate  with  private  enterprise  to  acquire  and 
demolish  "blighted  areas  and  to  rebuild  such  areas. 

Fifth:     To  make  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes  to  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  on  all  properties  owned  or 
operated  by  this  Authority  to  the  fullest  extent 
possible. 

Sixth:     To  continue  to  provide  decent,  safe  and  sanitary 
homes  to  families  of  low  income  not  otherwise 
able  to  afford  decent  living  ace orarnodat ions,  and 
to  demolish,  clear  and  remove  buildings  from 
blighted  areas  within  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco. 


B.  N.  Ay6r,  ^g^j^raan 
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PAYMENTS  IN  LIEU  OF  TAXES 


While  it  is  technically  true  that  property  ac- 
quired hy  the  Federal  Government  is  removed 
from  the  taxroUs,  in  the  case  of  such  properties 
owned  or  operated  by  this  Authority  at  least,  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  will  receive 
large  sums  "in  lieu  of  taxes." 

These  payments  are  purely  voluntary  in  the 
case  of  permanent  projects,  but  are  mandatory 
for  temporary  war  housing  constructed  under  the 
Lanham  Act. 

On  March  28,  1942,  the  commission  executed 
a  contract  with  the  City  and  County  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, undertaking  to  pay  a  "Service  Charge" 
equal  to  2^%  of  the  aggregate  annual  shelter 
rent,  subject  to  certain  limitations.  This  payment 
would  approximate  $11,415  annually  at  pres- 
ent rentals. 

Subsequently,  this  Authority  agreed  to  make  an 
additional  voluntary  payment  to  the  City  of  2^/2% 5 
or  a  total  of  5%,  effective  October  1,  1942,  thus 
increasing  the  payment  to  $22,829. 

However,  in  the  Fall  of  1943,  the  commission 
voted  unanimously  to  make  payments  in  lieu  of 
taxes  "to  the  full  limit  of  its  ability  to  pay,"  and 
present  indications  are  that  payments  will  be  at- 
tained this  year  approximately  equal  to  full  taxes. 

These  voluntary  payments  will  be  made  pos- 
sible by  increased  revenues  resulting  from  con- 
version of  many  family  dwelling  units  to  war 
worker  occupancy,  by  low  interest  rates,  and  by 


achieving  operating  economies.  However,  at  pres- 
ent about  45  per  cent  of  the  occupants  in  perma- 
nent projects  are  still  in  the  low-income  group. 

On  its  five  permanent  projects  alone,  the  Au- 
thority will  turn  over  in  excess  of  $100,000  to 
the  City  for  the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  Authority  also  owns  two  income-earning 
sites  in  North  Beach  and  Chinatown,  and  on  March 
16,  1944,  handed  the  City  a  check  for  $18,392.19, 
representing  the  exact  equal  of  taxes  the  City 
would  receive  if  the  property  were  privately 
owned. 

Under  provisions  of  the  Lanham  Act,  which  re- 
quires full  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes  to  the  local 
government  on  temporary  war  housing,  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  payment  in  the  amount 
of  approximately  $100,000  to  the  City  for  exist- 
ing Hunter's  Point  war  housing  projects. 

With  the  full  cooperation  of  the  FPHA,  to- 
gether with  unanimous  action  by  the  commission 
of  this  Authority,  the  following  payments,  based 
on  budget  estimates,  will  be  made  to  the  City  in 
lieu  of  taxes: 

Temporary  war  housing $100,000.00 

Permanent  projects  — - -— .   100,000.00 

North  Beach  and  Chinatown  im- 
proved sites 18,392.19 

Total  ...$218,392.19* 

*  Estimate 


FINANCIAL 

Short  term  notes  in  the  amount  of  $8,533,000 
were  renewed  in  Januai"y  of  this  year,  at  an  in- 
terest saving  of  $15,350  over  interest  costs  of 
1943,  as  a  result  of  a  reduction  in  the  interest 
rate  from  0.77%  to  0.58%,  the  lowest  attained 
to  date.  This  low  rate  reflects  the  Authority's 
sound  financial  standing.  These  notes  provide  tem- 
porary financing  for  the  permanent  projects  owned 
by  the  Authority  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months. 
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"Within  its  area  of  operation:  to  investigate 
into  living,  dwelling  and  housing  conditons  and 
into  the  means  and  methods  of  improving  such 
conditions;  to  determine  where  slum  areas  exist 
or  where  there  is  a  shortage  of  decent,  safe  and 
sanitary  dwelling  accommodations  for  persons  of 
low  income;  to  make  studies  and  recommenda- 
tions relating  to  the  problem  of  clearing,  replan- 
ning  and  reconstructing  of  slum  areas,  and  the 
problem  of  providing  dwelling  accommodations 
for  persons  of  low  income,  and  to  cooperate  with 
the  city,  the  county,  the  State  or  any  political 
subdivision  thereof  in  action  taken  in  connection 
with  such  problems;  and  to  engage  in  research, 
studies  and  experimentation  on  the  subject  of 
housing." — California  Housing  Authorities  Law 
approved  May  29,  1939. 


